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Webinar Ground Rules 

• Technical Difficulties: Use chat feature to let us know

• Asking a Question: Use Q/A feature, type in question, and click send. 
Questions addressed after presentation. 

• Poor Connection: Move closer to your wireless router and turn off 
other services using bandwidth (e.g. Netflix)

• Audio Muted: Attendee audio on mute by default

• Timetable :  Presentation runs apx 60 minutes followed by Q/A session



How to Ask A Question

On the bottom of your screen, click “Q&A”



You can upvote 
by clicking 
“thumbs up” icon

Type in question and  
then click send



Agenda

• Announcements and Introduction of Speakers – Conner 
Everts

• Presentations
• Dialogue (Q/A) – Led by Conner Everts
• Concluding remarks



Speakers

Vineetha Kartha , 
Colorado River Programs 
Manager,
Central Arizona Project

Jay Weiner,
Counsel
Fort Yuma Quechan 
Indian Tribe

Ted Kowalski,                  
Senior Program Officer -
Environment Colorado River 
Initiative
Walton Family Foundation

Bill Hasencamp ,
Colorado River 
Program Manager, 
Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern 
California



May 24, 2023

Lower Basin Develops 
Short-term Proposal to 

Protect Reservoirs





Colorado River Storage: Mead + Powell
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No Action Alternate

Law of River Alternative

Pro-rata Sharing Alternative

No Consensus-based 
Alternative Included







Consider changed conditions 

Implement 3 maf of new 
conservation through 2026

Up to 2.3 maf funded 
through IRA Phase I

If needed, implement new 
cuts to protect critical Mead, 
Powell elevations

Lower Glen Canyon Minimum 
Releases, if needed
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“Working hard for 
something we do not care 
about is called stress, 
working hard for 
something we love is called 
passion.”

-Simon Sinek





YOUR WATER. YOUR FUTURE.

Vineetha Kartha
Colorado River Programs Manager, Central Arizona Project
May 24, 2023

Shortage Impacts to CAP
Southern California Water Dialogue
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Arizona Water Use By Source (2019)
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Priority 1
(501,244 AF)

Priority 2 & 3
(505,231 AF)

Priority 3 (68,400 AF)

Priority 4
(813,848 AF)

Priority 4, (50,454 AF)

System 
Conservation & 

ICS Creation
(87,536 AF)

System 
Conservation & 

ICS Creation
(186,288 AF)

DCP Contribution
(192,000 AF)

2007 Interim 
Guidelines
(320,000 AF)

CAP Losses
(75,000 AF)

On-River CAP

Arizona’s Recent Colorado River Use
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~1.7 MAF

~1.1 MAF

Based on Draft 2022 USBR Decree Accounting

Provisional data; subject to change

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WATER DIALOGUE
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CAP Priorities – Full Supply

32

• Assumptions for 2023:
• ~1.6 MAF of delivery supply prior to 

reductions (2007 guidelines and LBDCP)
• Slight uptick in orders compared to 2022

• 2% increase in M&I orders

• Includes NIA Reallocation parties

Cities & 
Industry

Tribes
Higher

Lower

Priority

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WATER DIALOGUE
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Mead Tier 2a Shortage in 2023

Tier 2a reductions include:
• Arizona: 592,000 acre-feet, which is approximately 21% of the state’s 

annual apportionment
• Nevada: 25,000 acre-feet, which is 8% of the state’s annual 

apportionment
• Mexico: 104,000 acre-feet, which is approximately 7% of the country’s 

annual allotment
• There is no required water savings contribution for California in 2023 

under this operating condition

33 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WATER DIALOGUE
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2023 – Tier 2a Shortage

DRAFT - Volumes Subject to ChangeSOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WATER DIALOGUE
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Preparing for Shortages
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Underground 
Storage Conservation

Adaptation Augmentation

Building 
Resiliency

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WATER DIALOGUE
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Arizona Colorado 
River Water 
Conserved in Lake 
Mead

Includes
• 2007 Guidelines

• DCP Contributions

• ICS Creation

• Voluntary System 
Conservation 
Programs

DCP Contribution = 192 KAF

Shortage Reduction and DCP           
Contribution = 512 KAF

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WATER DIALOGUE
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Adaptation
• Application of high efficiency irrigation 

technology

• Seek multiple benefits, including Colorado 
River system conservation, protection and/or 
enhancement of irrigation-based economy, and 
improved crop quality

• Develop and/or enhance partnerships

• Components of the Ag efficiency 
Demonstrations –
• Field and Farm scale applications
• Range of crops
• Variety of sites

37 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WATER DIALOGUE
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Water Banking
• Recharging water for later use 

is a critical part of Arizona’s 
strategy for dealing with 
Colorado River shortages

< 100’

> 3,000’

1,500’

Depth to Bedrock
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Finding new supplies to 
increase the reliability of the 
Colorado River
Examples: Desalination, recycling 
• Address imbalances on the 

Colorado River system
• Mitigate the impact of CAP’s 

junior priority

Augmentation

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WATER DIALOGUE



|

Key Takeaways
• Central Arizona has adopted a multifaceted approach to managing shortage
• There are long-standing conservation and drought management requirements 

in place
• The CAP priority system helps reduce the impact to supplies used by public 

and private water companies
• Banking water in our aquifers has created a valuable supplemental supply for 

long-term use
• Shortage impacts can be further reduced with adaptation, diversification of 

supplies, infrastructure investments and innovative partnerships

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WATER DIALOGUE



YOUR WATER. YOUR FUTURE.

Questions?



JAY WEINER

WATER COUNSEL

QUECHAN INDIAN TRIBE

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WATER DIALOGUE

MAY 24, 2023







QUECHAN TRIBE WATER RIGHTS

California Arizona

71,616 AF (diverted) 6,350 AF (diverted)

Priority Date: January 9, 1884 Priority Date: January 9, 1884

PIA acreage: 10,742 acres PIA acreage: 952 acres

As decreed by the US Supreme Court in Arizona v. California,
450 US 150 (2006)



WATER SHARING AGREEMENTS:

FORBEARANCE AGREEMENT WITH METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT

(2005 SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT)

SEASONAL FALLOWING PILOT PROGRAM WITH METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT

(BEGAN IN 2022)

LOWER COLORADO SYSTEM CONSERVATION AND EFFICIENCY PROGRAM 1A PROPOSAL

(UNDER NEGOTIATION)



Southern California Water Dialogue
Ted Kowalski

Walton Family Foundation
March 24, 2023



The Walton Family Foundation’s Work 



Colorado River Basin, 
By the numbers 

• Over-allocated system
• Serves 40 Million people
• +$26 billion recreational 

economy
• 4 million acres of agricultural 

land
• Generates >4200 MW 

hydropower
• 16 national parks, refuges 

and recreational areas





We believe 
conservation 

solutions that make 
economic sense, 

stand the test of time. 



• We work to achieve lasting 
change by creating new and 

unexpected partnerships 
among conservation, 

agricultural, business and 
community interests. 

We believe in the value of collaboration.





Collaboration is key!
How can we promote equity and diversity and inclusion, 
in our water management decisions?



Lifting up 
Tribal Voices



Technical Innovation



Natural 
Infrastructure



Supply/Demand Work



Bipartisan Infrastructure and Jobs Act Passes





Ted Kowalski
tkowalski@wffmail.com

720-354-3508

mailto:tkowalski@wffmail.com


Question and Answer



How to Ask a Question

Click “Q&A” on the bottom of your screen 



You can upvote 
by clicking 
“thumbs up” icon

Type in question 
and then click send



Next 
Southern California Water Dialogue Webinar

Wednesday, June 28, 2023

Your feedback on today’s meeting is important to us. 
For the next ten minutes, you can use the Zoom Chat feature 

to send us any comments.
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